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Click for the óI Miss The Ninetiesô video 

 

 

The Winter Olympics are a dance-punk, indie rock and roll band from London, England. They are not like the 
other bands.  
 
Inspired by the DIY dignity of Dischord records, the deft funk of Daft Punk and the no-nonsense stadium slaying 
standards of Def Leppard, the band marries literate lyrics to dance rock party beats and positive punk jams 
drawing comparisons with LCD Soundsystem, The Hold Steady and Pulp. Their unmissably messy live show 
mixes hands-aloft house piano, an earnest punk intensity and a boozy barroom bonhomie reminiscent of the 
great Guided by Voices. 
 

 
 

The band are (from left to right) Martin Bowman (guitars) Andrew Wagstaff (vocals) Simon Oldham (drums) 
Agatha Mlynarczyk (keyboards) and Neil Mackay (bass). Click to download a hi-res photo (2MB .jpg)   
 

UPCOMING SHOWS 
Wednesday 1 June 
The Lexington 
London 
N1 9JB 
Supporting Art Brut 

Saturday 13 August 
The Great Indoors Festival 
The Brixton Windmill  
SW2 5BZ 
Headline w/ The Cut Ups and many more 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQG5KIUYVRk
http://www.thewinterolympicsband.com/winterolympics1.jpg
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RELEASES 
 

To date The Winter Olympics have released four singles on their own Office Rock label.  
 

    
 
THE WINTER OLYMPICS EP 
1) Feeling European 
2) Speed = Distance Over Time 
3) Just Another Sunday 

 
THE WINTER OLYMPICS II 
1) Attention All Departments 
2) They Launched a Probe 
(Featuring Pippa Wragg Smith) 

 
THE WINTER OLYMPICS III 
1) The Great Outdoors 
(Featuring óThe Legendô Luther 
Grosvenor)  

 
THE WINTER OLYMPICS IV 
1) I Miss The Nineties 
2) This Is The Fourth Time  
(I Have Been In Your House) 

 

The band records in a top secret north London warehouse and at (the other) Abbey Road in Croydon, with 
producer Paul Hollingsworth of Gold Future Joy Machine. The Winter Olympics II and III feature mixes by 
Donald Clark (Guns ónô Roses) and all four singles were mastered by John Davis (Led Zeppelin, Joy Division, 
Florence and the Machine). 
 

The Winter Olympics EP features Feeling European a song all about the ups and downs of a holiday romance. 
Word Magazine claimed it was "in the grand tradition of Blur's Girls & Boysò and featured the track on their 
November 2010 front cover CD.  
 

The follow up, The Winter Olympics II, kicks off with Attention All Departments, an electro-metal anthem about 
breaking glasses and faxing arses at the office party. It picked up a host of plaudits from the nationôs bloggers and 
ósingle of the monthô gongs from Subba-cultcha and High Voltage magazines. 
 

The Winter Olympics III was released as a free gift to attendees of The Winter Olympicsô annual Great Indoors 
Festival in Brixton. Last yearôs event saw a stunning set by Mercury Rev man Jason Russoôs band Common 
Prayer. The accompanying single hosts an even more show-stealing cameo from legendary Mott The 
Hoople/Stealers Wheel axeman Luther óAriel Benderô Grosvenor, the Winter Olympicsô Director of Rock. 
 

I Miss The Nineties, The Winter Olympics IVôs title cut, is the bandôs poppiest release to date. It came out in 
March of this year on cd and cassette and picked up further single of the day, week, month and (perhaps a little 
outlandishly, on Shout4Music) ósingle of your lifeô awards. A radio-friendly nostalgic rollercoaster of a record, 
Nineties has received airplay on BBC Radio 2 and 6 Music, as well as on several international stations. 
Amazingly, in Slovakia, it has been the most played song on Rádio_FM (the Slovak Radio 1) this year. Two 
months after its release the song is still being played three times a day. 
 

The single was accompanied by a world class video directed by Chris Hemming (Cornershop, Elvis Presley), 
produced by Russ McLean and Passion Pictures (Gorillaz, Of Montreal, those Compare the Meerkat adverts) 
and filmed on a budget of beer and pizza in guitarist Martin Bowmanôs kitchen. The riotous óChart Showô aping 
short film drew admiring glances from a raft of top industry magazines including Stash and Shots.  
 

ALBUM 
The band are currently putting the finishing touches to their LONG awaited debut album Profit and Loss with 
producer Hollingsworth, and are tentatively scheduling a late 2011 early 2012 release date. The album will feature 
I Miss The Nineties and Attention All Departments as well as the floor-burning forthcoming single Heavy Metal 
Ending. A further Chris Hemming/Passion Pictures produced video is being filmed to support the release. 

http://www.subba-cultcha.com/
http://www.highvoltage.org.uk/readreview.php?id=579
http://www.rozhlas.sk/radio-fm
http://www.passion-pictures.com/flash.html#page=p7
http://thewinterolympicsband.tumblr.com/post/2732613887/its-a-cover-up
http://thewinterolympicsband.tumblr.com/post/2732613887/its-a-cover-up
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

HOW DID THE WINTER OLYMPICS FORM? 
The Winter Olympics formed six or seven bass players ago when guitarist Martin Bowman and singer Andrew 
Wagstaff met at college in Sheffield. Andrew didnôt go to the college; he was just visiting friends and never quite 
made it back home. At the time he was trying to be a music journalist. His writing didnôt win him any prizes, but a 
stint at the NME gave him a wealth of ideas about what a PROPER band should be like. He started telling Martin all 
about it in the pub, and is still doing so today. 
 

Partly to try and achieve this vision (and partly to try and get a bit of peace) Martin agreed to start a band, and the 
pair recruited friends and family to fill out the line-up.  
 
The band has seen a high turn-over of musicians in its time together (at last count, eighteen people could consider 
themselves a former member) only settling on the current (classic) line-up six months ago with the introduction of 
Neil Mackay (college friend) Simon Oldham (the bandôs former sound engineer) and Agatha Mlynarczyk 
(competition winner).  
 

WHERE DID THE NAME COME FROM? 
The bandôs name is a homage to the unheralded sportsmen and women of the winter games. Athletes who put in 
four yearsô of back breaking, heart-aching, training and toil, a lifetime of painstaking preparation, sacrifice and 
compromise, for just four breathless minutes of lung-busting glory or grisly defeat. Thatôs the spirit of The Winter 
Olympics. 
 

WHAT IS OFFICE ROCK? 
Office Rock is the name of The Winter Olympics record label. The band writes, records and books shows under the 
monicker, which was taken from one of their earliest songs; an escapist anthem for disaffected 9-5ers. The track 
has long-since been dropped from the bandôs set list, but its spirit underpins a lot of the bandôs live show, videos 
and visuals. 
 

ARE THE BAND REALLY BIG IN SLOVAKIA? 
I Miss The Nineties has received incredible support from Rádio_FM (the Slovak youth radio station ï check out their 
playlists, theyôre amazing) and the band will be touring Slovakia to support the record later this year. Click here to 
hear a Rádio_FM interview with the band. 
 

 
 
The Winter Olympics have also received a fantastic reception in Luxembourg (click here for an ARA City Radio 
interview), Malta and Poland. The band appreciate that this looks less like a well-thought-through PR campaign and 
more like a particularly shaky game of Risk, but are keen to get out and play wherever theyôre wanted. 

http://www.rozhlas.sk/radio-fm
http://www.tumblr.com/audio_file/4396383842/tumblr_lj8yqkjctk1qaiitk
http://www.tumblr.com/audio_file/4396383842/tumblr_lj8yqkjctk1qaiitk
http://soundcloud.com/aracityradio/ara-city-radio-andrew-from-the
http://soundcloud.com/aracityradio/ara-city-radio-andrew-from-the
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MEDIA 
 

 

 

 

I Miss the Nineties (2011)  

Chris Hemming directed video for I Miss the Nineties 
produced by Russ Maclean and Passion Pictures: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQG5KIUYVRk 

 They Launched a Probe (2010 )  

Out-of-this-world animation for They Launched a Probe, 
written, drawn and animated by Chris Hunneysett. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDevMJSZ_Js 
 

 

 

 

 
   
The Winter Olympics on Soundcloud  

Stream and share music by The Winter Olympics at 
Soundcloud.  
http://soundcloud.com/winterolympics 
 

 The Winter Olympics on Facebook  

Music, photos, news and ófriendshipô over at the Winter 
Olympicsô Facebook page. 
http://www.facebook.com/winterolympicsband 

PRESS PHOTOS 

download a hi-res .jpg (2MB)   download a hi-res .jpg (2MB) 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQG5KIUYVRk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDevMJSZ_Js
http://soundcloud.com/winterolympics
http://www.facebook.com/winterolympicsband
http://www.thewinterolympicsband.com/winterolympics1.jpg
http://www.thewinterolympicsband.com/winterolympics3.jpg
http://www.thewinterolympicsband.com/winterolympics2.jpg
http://www.thewinterolympicsband.com/winterolympics4.jpg
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"TIP FOR THE TOP - The Winter Olympics band will make you want to 
jump up and down"  
The People , Sunday Oct 31st 2010 
 

ñFull throttle dance-punkers ï Recommended �•ò 
Time Out  

 "In the grand tradition of Blur's Girls & 
Boysé Thereôs even a hands-in-the-air 
piano bit reminiscent of a beachside rave in 
the middle." 
Word Magazine .  

 

ñLetôs get it out there right at the start ï this should 
be the song of the summeré this is possibly the 
song of your lifeò  
Shout 4Music magazine  9/10 

 
"Brash and shy at the same time, flashes of ironic 
electro campness and well-disguised self-loathing 
in one tasty package"  
RockBeatStone   

 

 

 ñI Miss The Nineties' is more than just a 
massive sounding glam-pop song. It's the 
'All My Friends' for the kids of the 1990sò 
Keep Pop Lou d 
 

ñBoth tracks are brilliantò 
Room Thirteen  10 stars 
 

"No nonsense, fat guitar rock, thank fuck!"  
High Voltage   
 

"It's got balls!" 
Loud Horizon   
 

ñThe Winter Olympics blend and fuck up a 
plethora of influences and genres to create 
one of the most infectious sounds known to 
manéò 
Rhythm and Booze  9/10 
 

ñLondon based hard pop squad The Winter 
Olympics have put in their bid to be 
Gritpopôs Pulp to Brotherôs Oasisò 
The Devil Has the Best Tuna  
 

ñA boisterous thrill ride of sheer electronic 
pop bolstered by some meaty guitar rockò 
Neon Hive  
 

ñThrobbing disco-indebted rock that 
references 30 years of guitar music in one 
swift blow" - Single of the Month 
Subba Culture  TourTimes  

click to enlarge 

Cardonauld Courier interview  
click to enlarge 

 


